                Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #24
     *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

 *Glen Hale, (Hershey Med. Center ICU); *Shelly  McElrath, (Jan Quinn’s daughter); *John Gill, Ed Dobbin’s friend); Arletta Thomas, (Rehab); Barbara Lauver; Gerry Wiest; Neva Cichy; Janette & Dennis Leitzel; Gary Fetterhoff; Donna Motter; Hannah Gonder, (Leon/Diane Shaffer’s granddaughter); Kayla Gonder; Dennis Croutharmel; Marissa Faust; Aaron Herb; Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Carol Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Sophia, Ben & Sarah Heinbaugh; Carole Fetterhoff, Randy Pomeroy; Lori Graeff;  Kelly Richter; Deanna McNair; Glen Hale; Kelly Shutt; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jacob Castellani; Stan/Loretta Brown; Cammie/Raymond Enders; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Jim Zeigler; Janelle Miller; Ellen Snyder; James Eisenhard; Janet Flowers; Ruth Boyer; Kelly Malave; Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf; Sue Miller; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Earl Zartman; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Justin Hoffman; Deb Perkins; Ellie Baker; Mike Miller & Dee Hansen, (Gary Miller’s nephew & niece
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Lamar Ressler 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
                                                   [image: image1.emf]


                                  June 19, 2022
     Second Sunday after Pentecost
   Father’s Day
Rev. Kristine Heckard - Guest Pastor 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
        3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

   Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
      Valleys new email!  valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Guest Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell
Video Technician, Seth Guertin
June 19, 2022 - Worship, 10:15AM
2nd Sunday after Pentecost/Father’s Day 
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration            unless otherwise noted.  (*Please stand as you are able)
   Prelude    
Announcements, Call to Worship                       Bob Endy                                  
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                                    
L:  See what love the Father has given us,
P:  that we should be called the children of God.
L:  You are my sons and daughters, this day I have begotten you.
P:  See what love the Father has given us.
L:  Then let us celebrate the wonderful nature of God’s loving grace.
P:  As many as received him, to them he gave power to become the children of God.

L:  Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
P:   Praise God we are His children!
      L:  Come, let us worship together.
 
*Hymn -            “A Christian Home”                    Page 535  
*Invocation                                                           Pastor                 
God our Father, we thank you that you have called us into this house of worship and that we belong to you as your children.  We come now longing to feel your presence and to hear your Word that we may be refreshed and strengthened for service in the world.  Through Jesus Christ we pray.  Amen.

Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Psalm 139:1-12   (Responsively)            (See Insert) Pastor
Gospel: John 10:27-30:                         (See Insert) Bridget Campbell                                                                           
Hymn -      “Children of the Heavenly Father”   Page 44                      
O. T.: *Sermon Text:  Genesis 1:26-27 (See Insert) Sharon Fetterhoff
Message:         “Our Father’s Hands”            Rev. Kris Heckard
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)        Pastor
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
*Hymn -  “He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands”   Page 344
*Benediction                                                        Pastor
         And now may God our Father


“. . . bless you and keep you;

the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon  you and give you peace.”  Amen
Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”            Pastor
Response: “And also with you.”                               Congregation

“Go now in peace.”                                                  Pastor


Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today June 19th the Second Sunday after Pentecost/Father’s Day! Hand sanitizer and masks are available if you are concerned about safety. We encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. 
Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
WE WELCOME AND THANK Rev. Kris Heckard, for worshipping with us and being our Guest Pastor today June 19th! 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
      CHURCH CALENDAR 
          
June 19 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online - Guest Pastor- Rev. Kristine Heckard
June 26 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online - Guest Speaker - Paul Fulk
               Special Congregational Meeting following service

July    3 -  9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online -
               Guest Speaker - To be announced
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: There will be a Congregational Meeting immediately following Worship Service on Sunday June 26 to discuss the search for a new pastor.
LAY READERS: June 19 - Bridget Campbell, Sharon Fetterhoff; June 26 - Bob, Endy, Norine Goss;  June 26 - Bob, Endy, Norine Goss; July 3 - Diane Shaffer, Donna Novinger.    If you cannot read scripture on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS: June 19 - Donna Novinger; June 19 - Donna Novinger; June 26 - Bob Endy; July 3 - To be announced. If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger or the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers has increased to $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services. 
MISSION OFFERING donations (May thru August) go to “Back to School Project” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)

Attendance: 
In-person worship for June 12 was 45. 
Face book views for June 12 as of June 22 were 35.
Face Book views for June 5 as of June 22 were 48.
GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
1ST SCRIPTURE READING - Psalm 139:1-12 (Responsive) (NLT)
1 O Lord, you have examined my heart
    and know everything about me.
2 You know when I sit down or stand up.
    You know my thoughts even when I’m far away.
3 You see me when I travel and when I rest at home.
    You know everything I do.
4 You know what I am going to say
     even before I say it, Lord.
5 You go before me and follow me.
    You place your hand of blessing on my head.
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me,
    too great for me to understand!
7 I can never escape from your Spirit!
    I can never get away from your presence!
8 If I go up to heaven, you are there;
    if I go down to the grave, you are there.
9 If I ride the wings of the morning, 
     if I dwell by the farthest oceans,
10 even there your hand will guide me,
    and your strength will support me.
11 I could ask the darkness to hide me
    and the light around me to become night—
12 but even in darkness I cannot hide from you.
To you the night shines as bright as day.
    Darkness and light are the same to you.
2ND Reading-Gospel - John 10:27-30 (NLT)
27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one can snatch them away from me, 29 for my Father has given them to me, and he is more powerful than anyone else. No one can snatch them from the Father’s hand. 30 The Father and I are one.”
3RD Reading - *Sermon Text - O. Test. - Genesis 1:26-27  (NLT)
26 Then God said, “Let us make human beings in our image, to be like us. They will reign over the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, the livestock, all the wild animals on the earth, and the small animals that scurry along the ground.” 27 So God created human beings in his own image. In the image of God he created them;

male and female he created them.    
Reader: “The Word of God for the people of God.”
People: “Praise be to God!”
______________________________________________________________________________
1st Hymn: “A Christian Home” (Finlandia) Pg. 535 Red Hymn: 

CCLI Song # 10879    CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1   O give us homes built firm upon the Savior
Where Christ is Head and Counselor and Guide
Where ev'ry child is taught His love and favor
And gives his heart to Christ the Crucified
How sweet to know that though his footsteps waver
His faithful Lord is walking by his side
Verse 2    O give us homes with godly fathers mothers
Who always place their hope and trust in Him
Whose tender patience turmoil never bothers
Whose calm and courage trouble cannot dim
A home where each finds joy in serving others
And love still shines tho' days be dark and grim
Verse 3     O give us homes where Christ is Lord and Master
The Bible read the precious hymns still sung
Where prayer comes first in peace or in disaster
And praise is natural speech to every tongue
Where mountains move before a faith that's vaster
And Christ sufficient is for old and young
Verse 4     O Lord our God our homes are Thine forever
We trust to Thee their problems toil and care
Their bonds of love no enemy can sever
If Thou art always Lord and Master there
Be Thou the center of our least endeavor
Be Thou our guest our hearts and homes to share
2nd Hymn: “Children of the Heavenly Father”  Pg. 44 Red Hymnal
“TRYGGARE KAN INGEN VARA”

Ernst William Olson | Karolina Wilhelmina Sandell-Berg
CCLI Song # 7106689   CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1  Children of the heavenly Father
Safely in His bosom gather
Nestling bird nor star in heaven
Such a refuge e'er was given
Verse 2  God His own doth tend and nourish
In His holy courts they flourish
From all evil things He spares them
In His mighty arms He bears them
Verse 3  Neither life nor death shall ever

From the Lord His children sever
Unto them His grace He showeth
And their sorrows all He knoweth
Verse 4  Lo their very hairs He numbers
And no daily care encumbers
Them that share His every blessing
And His help in woes distressing
Verse 5  Praise the Lord in joyful numbers
Your protector never slumbers
At the will of your defender
Every foe man must surrender
Verse 6  Though He giveth or He taketh
God His children ne'er forsaketh
His the loving purpose solely
To preserve them pure and holy
Link for “Children of the Heavenly Father  (Pg 44) 

       https://youtu.be/2D2aPQMRRT8?t=3 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________              
Link for hymn “A Christian Home” (Pg 535) https://youtu.be/M20zPqW-aKM?t=3     https://youtu.be/94wONVQRLME?t=1 
3rd Hymn: “He’s God the Whole World in His Hands”  Pg. 344
“WHOLE WORLD”

Eugene Thomas    Words: Public Domain 

Music: 1986 Curb Word Music (Admin. by WC Music Corp.)

CCLI Song # 4666473   CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1  He's got the whole world in His hands
He's got the whole world in His hands
He's got the whole world in His hands
He's got the whole world in His hands
Verse 2   He's got the wind and the rain in His hands
He's got the wind and the rain in His hands
He's got the wind and the rain in His hands
He's got the whole world in His hands
Verse 3   He's got the little tiny baby in His hands
He's got the little tiny baby in His hands
He's got the little tiny baby in His hands
He's got the whole world in His hands
Verse 4   He's got you and me brother in His hands
He's got you and me sister in His hands
He's got you and me brother in His hands
He's got the whole world in His hands
      Link to Hymn “He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands”
      https://youtu.be/hYjr0isk-h8?t=1 
      https://youtu.be/FQ7v8xJ_BwA?t=1 
GUEST SPEAKERS;
    June 19 - Rev. Kristine Heckard

    June 26 - Paul Fulk

    July 3 - To be announced

    July 10 - Pastor Shawn Bentley
    July 17 - Sue Miller

    July 24 - To be announced

    July 31 - To be announced
MISSION OFFERING donations (May thru August) go to “Back to School Project” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)

History of Hymn “A Christian Home”   (Pg. 535)
    The Hymn “A Christian Home” words were written by Barbara B. Hart (June 26, 1916-Mar. 29, 1997) and the music (tune is the same as “Be Still My Soul”) was composed by Jean Sibelius (he was a Finnish composer, born Dec. 8, 1865, died Sept. 20, 1957).A hymn written about families and ‘homes built firm upon the Savior’, this hymn is a call for Christian husbands and wives to express the kind of commitment Joshua did, long ago, when he said, “As for me and my house, we will serve the LORD” (Joshua 24:15). “Children are a heritage from the LORD” (Psalm 127:3). And the home is to provide an atmosphere of loving acceptance and care, where parents diligently “train up a child in the way he should go” (Proverbs 22:6). God invented families, and He knows best how they should function. The Bible warns, “unless the LORD builds the house, they labor in vain who build it” (Psalm 127:1). In response Barbara Hart penned these words in the 1st verse: “O give us homes built firm upon the Savior, Where Christ is Head and Counsellor and Guide; Where every child is taught His love and favor; And give His heart to Christ, the crucified: How sweet to know that though his footsteps waver; His faithful Lord is walking by his side!”
    The vibrant spiritual life of both husband and wife is critical in this. Take a piece of paper, and draw a triangle on it. At the highest corner, write “God.” Write your name at one of the lower corners, and your spouse’s name next to the third. Now, notice what happens as each of you, your spiritual life, draws closer to God. As you each ascent along the line between you and God, you also come closer to one another.

       Regular attendance at the house of God is important (Hebrews 10:24-25), but Christian teaching and training should not be left to the church. It should begin at home. The Apostle Paul delighted in Timothy’s upbringing, saying, “From childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures” (2 Timothy 3:15). If we look closely at the words in “A Christian Home” especially verse 3 (which unfortunately is not in The Hymnal for Worship & Celebration):  “O give us homes where Christ is Lord and Master; The Bible read the precious hymns still sung; Where prayer comes first in peace or in disaster; And praise is natural speech to every tongue; Where mountains move before a faith that's vaster; And Christ sufficient is for old and young”;  it tells Christians how important it is to have Christ at the head of our homes and lives.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
History of Hymn: “Children of the Heavenly Father” (Pg. 44) 
“Children of the Heavenly Father” was written by Karolina “Lina” Sandell, born on October 3, 1832 in Fröeryd, a small town in the Småland province of Sweden. Her father, a Lutheran pastor raised Lina in a faith that emphasized the grace and warmth of God. She received a liberal arts education from her father and brother-in-law, learning to read and write in Swedish, Norwegian, French, German, and English. She wrote over 2000 hymn texts and poems (earning her the title the “Fanny Crosby of Sweden”) and worked as an editor at the Evangelical National Foundation, a mission organization within the Lutheran Church of Sweden. Her most popular hymn – “Children of the Heavenly Father” – was written quite early in her life, perhaps as young as seventeen! J. Irving Erickson notes in his companion to the Covenant Hymnal (1973): “An old tradition in Fräderyd relates that she wrote ‘Tryggare kan ingen vara’ while seated on the branch of a large ash tree in the parsonage yard where she could listen to the content twitter of the birds as they hid in their nests among the green leaves, and also watch the stars as they began to appear on warm summer evenings Her impressions fortified the biblical concepts of the security of God’s children.” It is the “security of God’s children” that serves as the central theme of this text. The bosom of the “heavenly Father” serves as a “refuge” where children are nourished and protected from evil by the “mighty arms” of God. The last two stanzas build on this theme of protection by boldly confessing that nothing can separate children from their God (Rom. 8:38-39), a God who will never forsake God’s children (Deut. 31:6).
   The text translated by Ernst W. Olson was first published in 1925, spread beyond its Scandinavian roots to be included in the hymnals of many different denominations. Since its inception, it has been paired with the Swedish/German folk tune that is now named after the first line of this text: trygarre kan ingen vara. Sandell portrays a God whose  “mighty arm”  protects  and  spares,  but it also  the  God  who 
gathers children safely into God’s bosom, evoking the biblical image of the mother hen gathering chicks under her arms (Luke 13:34). 

    Sandell died in 1903 at the age of 71, thousands came to attend her burial in Stockholm., the choir began to sing “Trygarre kan ingen vara.” Spontaneously, the swelling congregation joined in to sing together of the God whose love is so great that “neither life nor death shall ever from the Lord his children sever.”
History of Hymn: “He's Got The Whole World In His Hands”

     The author of “He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands” is still unknown despite being a very popular Christian hymn. This anonymous spiritual song,  probably around for a long time before it was recorded and written down, rose out of the oral tradition of Africian Americans and has become one of the most widely known and loved hymns, sung by young and old everywhere. Like other songs coming from an oral tradition, it has many variations in both text and tune. 
     The text confesses the same theme of the Lord’s cosmic rule that is proclaimed in the kingship psalms such as Psalm 45 and Psalm 93-99: “The Lord reigns!” The stanzas give examples of aspects of the “whole world”-nature, human creatures, and in fact, everything and everyone. “Clap your hands, all you nations, shout to God with cries of joy. For the LORD Most High is awesome, the great King over all the earth. He subdued nations under us, peoples under our feet. He chose our inheritance for us, the pride of Jacob, whom he loved. God has ascended amid shouts of joy, the LORD amid the sounding of trumpets. Sing praises to God, sing praises; sing praises to our King, sing praises. For God is the King of all the earth; sing to him a psalm of praise. God reigns over the nations; God is seated on his holy throne. The nobles of the nations assemble as the people of the God of Abraham, for the kings of the earth belong to God; he is greatly exalted." ~ Psalm 47

       In 1933, Frank Warner collected the song from Sue Thomas while she sang the song in North Caroline. Frank Warner was an American folk art collector, singer, musician, and YMCA executive, born in April 1903 in Alabama and died in Feb. 1978 in Long Island, New York. He performed and introduced the spiritual to the American public throughtout the 1940s and 1950s. Other collectors also recorded the song. In 1941, Robert Sonkin, (with the Library of Congress), recorded a version in Gee’s Bend, Alabama (that version is still available at the Library’s American Folklife Center. A variety of other performers have also recorded the song.

     This hymn actually has seven verses although our hymnal only has three verses.

The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                Email: valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
Weekly Devotional #24                          June 19, 2022                             “Our Father’s Hands”

                                     Second Sunday after Pentecost/Father’s Day
This Sunday Rev. Kristine Heckard is our Guest Pastor. This meditation was written by Pastor Kris. We pray this devotional will be meaningful to you. 

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship: 

L: See what love the Father has given us.
P: that we should be called the children of God.
L: You are my sons and daughters, this day I have begotten you.

P: See what love the Father has given us.

L: Then let us celebrate the wonderful nature of God’s loving grace.

P: As many as received him, to them he gave power to become children of God. 

L: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.

P: Praise God we are His children!
L: Come, let us worship together.

Invocation:  

    God our Father, we thank you that you have called us into this house of worship and that we belong to you as your children.  We come now longing to feel your presence and to hear your Word that we may be refreshed and strengthened for service in the world.  Through Jesus Christ we pray.  Amen.

Readings: *indicates sermon text

Responsive: Psalm 139:1-12

Gospel: John: 10:27-30

*Old Testament: Genesis 1:26-27

Meditation: “Our Father’s Hands”

  The most important and sometimes most challenging thing you can do as a father is to teach and model the love of God our Father in Heaven.


In the book of Genesis it is recorded that God the Father formed and molded and designed the first Adam after His own image.  He equipped Adam with two Amazing hands and then told him to use them to tend the Garden of Eden.  The human body is a marvel.  Just think about our hands.  With our hands we can give expression to heart and soul.

            The hand that God designed is made of 29 bones and 29 major joints.  It contains 34 muscles and 30 named arteries that allow the hands to do what they do.  They move as they receive direction from the brain.  There are also nerve endings that allow the hand to experience different textures.  And of course, there is skin that covers the hand which gives a protective cushion.  


When I think of my Father I think of his hands – sounds kind of strange, but that’s what comes to my mind.  My father had very large, strong, calloused hands.  Before I was born my father was a baseball player.  He played in the farm leagues - York White Rose and other teams.  I’m told he could hit a ball over the outfield fence and out of sight.  It’s recorded that he hit 4 home runs in one game.  My Dad’s hands could dig ditches to put in sewer lines, (he was a plumber by trade) they could break up large clumps of clay to plant a garden, and they could mix mortar to lay bricks to build a house.  As a child I remember he used those hands to teach me how to stand on my head, and tie my shoes, throw a baseball, and swing a hammer.  He used those hands to remove a splinter from my foot and pull a tooth.  Those hands could also discipline with a swat on my backside when I needed it.  


As a child those hands seemed so large, so strong, so rough, and yet, I felt so comforted and protected when he would reach down and grasp my hand to lead me through a store, or pull me back before crossing the street, or lift me up and embrace me when I was scared. 


When I grew up he was still there for me.  When I was sick and needed help with the kids, he was there.  When I had plumbing problems, he was there in a moment’s notice and so happy that I needed him.  When I needed advice, he was there with words of wisdom.  

My father has left a lasting imprint upon my life.  I could go on and on about my father, but I want you to remember your father, or grandfather, or uncle, or close friend of the family that that took on that role of being a father to you.  I want you to remember that person that bounced you on his knee and carried you on his shoulders.  I want you to remember him bandaging your cuts and bruises. I want you to remember how he taught you to work with your hands and build things and so much more – that lasting imprint he left upon your life.


We are so truly blessed with the imprint of the hand of our earthly fathers, but there is no greater blessing than the imprint of the hand of our Heavenly Father.  
I see and know Him as the One who loves us personally and cares deeply about every aspect of our lives:  opportunities and relationships, our hopes and our dreams.  And his greatest concern of all is our eternal salvation.


In the Bible there is verse after verse that describes the love, the protection, and the 
security that we find in our Heavenly Father:

· When you feel that no one understands you turn to Psalm 139 – 

“O Lord you know me completely.  You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me.”

· When and are feeling weak and facing trouble turn to Psalm 46 where it declares – 

“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.  Therefore, we will not fear, though the earth should change, though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; thou its water roar and foam though the mountains tremble with its tumult.”

· When you’re feeling scared and alone turn to Hebrews 13 –

“For he has said, I will never leave you nor forsake you.  So we can say with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid.”
· When you need reassurance of your security turn to John 10 where Jesus says –

“My sheep hear my voice and I know them and they follow me, and I give them life eternal!  They will never perish and no one will snatch them out of my hand.”  And he makes clear, “I and the Father are one.”

· And when you are feeling unloved turn to the greatest passage in the Bible – John 3:16 –

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son, that whosoever believeth in him shall not perish but have everlasting life.”

God the Father’s hand is reaching out to us. He reaches out his hand to you and to me and he wants us to grab hold and hold it ever so tight where we are safe, secure, and protected!  


God in his great plan of things uses our earthly fathers to take care of us here on this earth by mirroring his love – to love as he loved.  We are all called to do this and the problem is we all fall short.


In my lifetime I’ve seen people model his love, but nothing compares to God our Father’s perfect love.  Every now and then we have little reminders that God our Father is in our midst through the people we know. 


I would like to share a story with you.  It’s a true story about of friend of mine who was like a father to me.  Harry was his name.  He used to tell me I was like a daughter to him.  But, I found out everyone was like a son or a daughter to Harry.  He loved everybody.


Tragedy struck Harry’s life while He and His wife Reah were on vacation at Myrtle Beach with friends and family.  While the men went out golfing, the ladies decided to go shopping.  On the way to the shopping mall they crossed a main highway and were hit broadside by a tractor trailer.  Reah was killed instantly and two others were seriously injured. Reah’s niece who was driving the car was miraculously spared with only a few minor bruises.  At the time, they claimed that Reah’s niece who was driving the car drove through a stop sign and out on to the highway which weeks later they found out that the sign had been knocked down a week before the accident.   Now you can imagine the guilt this young woman must have felt.  The heavy burden that she carried.


On the day of the funeral, she looked awful.  She was feeling unfathomable guilt and looked so distraught.  When she arrived at the church for the service, Harry met her at the door and took her by the hand and wrapped his arm around her and walked her to the front of the church.  He sat by her side with his arm around her throughout the service.  He put his own grief and pain aside for this young woman and showed her God’s loving grace and mercy.  As fathers that is what you are called to do – to love as God loved with a sacrificial love. 


Today we thank our earthly fathers for the lasting imprint they leave upon our lives.  And above all we thank our heavenly father for His perfect, steadfast, and eternal love. 


Let us take with us the words from the Scriptures that God the Father is our Protector and Provider, Our Refuge in the storm, the one who Sustains and Delivers us, the Shepherd who leads us, the Strength of our lives.  Picture yourself in the hands of God being pr 


Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

God, our Heavenly Father,

Today, we worship and praise you from whom every family in heaven and on earth has been born.  Out of your great love for us, you sent your very own Son, Jesus to die for us so that we could be heirs with Christ Jesus and be called your children.

Father, we thank you for the  many blessings you shower upon us and today we especially thank you for our earthly fathers, those soon to be fathers, and grandfathers.  Thank you for their desire to mirror your heart.  We thank you for their example, care, and presence in our lives.  We know it’s not easy being a father as they juggle many things to keep the household in balance.  So we pray you would shower them with your Wisdom and Love and Strength.

For those who do not have good memories of their father, we pray they would be strengthened by your presence through the indwelling of the Spirit reminding them always they are loved and valued by you, their Heavenly Father.  Help them to remember the men you sent to reach out to them with example, care, and compassion.

We pray today for all your children, especially those who are sick and bereaved.  Reach out your Hand to heal and restore giving strength in a new and better day.

Father God, we pray for your church in all places and times.  May your blessings be upon the ministries of your churches as they strive to build up your Kingdom both here on earth and in heaven.  Fill us so full of your love that all whom we serve will see you in and through us.  We pray now these things in the name of Jesus our Savior who taught us to pray, “Our Father . . . Amen. 

Benediction:

And now may God our Father


“. . . bless you and keep you;


the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you;


the Lord lift up his countenance upon  you and give you peace.”  Amen

